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Gporations 24 Armored Division for poriod April 22 to July 26th

HISTCRICAL REX!CRD - OPERATIONS OF U.S, SECOND ARMORED DIVISION (XOOL: FCRCE)

SECTION I = Concentre.tn.on and training for HUSKY
SECTION II - Loading for HUSKY Operation.
SECTIN IIT - Operations on SICILY.

SECTION I

Concentration and Training for Husky

1, COncentration - April 22 Yo May 22. Pursuant to ordors CG, e
(see el 1), 2d 4D moved from RABAT, FRENCH MCROCCO %o vicini.ty of FAITC
(PRT AUX POULES), ALGERIA by rail and motor beginning April 22 and closing My
22, An average train density of 2 500«ton trains daily was allotted to the.
division for the move. Track vehicles, except lightly loaded H/T, moved by rail.
from PORT LYAUTEY and all other vehicles moved overland, Car crews and
necessary command groups moved with their respootive commands by rail or road.
This movement was made without incident except that shortage:of rail equipment,
interruption of rail service for two days by flash flood near MEKNES, MOROCCO,
and heavy traffic both rail and road delayed the concentrations

2s¢ Training - ‘ ' ’
" Be D'\In%ng the period My 16 to June 19 R intensive physical ha.rdaning
traimng was conducted which inoluded violent exercises, calisthenics, obsts
courses, rope climbing, forced rdad marches, etc., All guns were test fired
tactioal exercises using ball ammnition were conducted. Amphibious by N
utiliging the facilities of the FAITC, included instruction and practieal work:
in waterproofing vehicles, loading various types of oraft o.nd ships, and. landiﬁg
exorcises. :
b. Difficulty was experienced with unlonding LST's and 1T s - sima the
fdrgtt of theso vessels was not suited to the gradient of the beaches in the vie =
oinity of ARZEW. Considerablo lost time resulted while warious unloading mpediu' ‘
ents for unloading LST's were triod out under the direction of the Navy an. FAITC,
Tho final golution of unloading LSI's was to use ICT's with sides oubt out apd .
transhipping the vehicles, an unsa.tn.sfaotory solu’cion at the best, slqug d las

‘Little attention was paid to this practice loading ’by Nava.l off‘iQers ax &
very junior officers, and no commsnts were made concerning woight: limitat_ c:na or
LST g, k .

c. A practioce le.nding w.s conduoted June 17th - 19th Whieh we.
tended to be a full scule rehea,rsa.l. Elabora‘ce preparaticns{; -

~tion, ato. Secreoy as to hour and plaoa of landiri“ff'was ma,m
oonvoy put out to sem. Due to lack of shipping,
assault unitg and about 76% of the’ armored vehiol
cluded troops and vehloles loaded on the two trodp
store ships, twelve ICI's and five ICT%se: This exe
ing benefit to those who partieipat mt f
operation it was of limited ve,lue t he : jon &
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SECT O XX - Loaoh.no for ;{USKY Opere/ ion

L .—‘.
N

-

3¢ a.  June 13 to Jmky - Concux antly ~bh the above training equip--
ment 18 propored foir shipmend, Vbthl,u vere waterproofed, and ships and crafb
Toaded in accordance with mowabing schedwle presc‘4boﬂ by CG& Tih Army.
b Inspeciuion of ships and craft indicated ~en~rall, insufficic nt

Cantieal L"Cl" oLt pro tecbions  To ovorcone tids Sy OI‘{_,CUL... wcapons of L'lll‘S division

viore loaded on decl:s in favorallc locations o comolvtqlv‘oov 1 reshective ph1ou. 

These juns vere included in the anti-airveraft pro vection of the 111) and wvere
fired under thr supervision of and at the diraction of, Waval guwmory olficers
ot boarde ‘

L.  Sccreecy

P

e 1 londing of personnzl, except for gmell details, uas acmip-
liched ab night. ilecessary mess. Dcroonrpl, shins ruard, billeting partles,

-

dvuncc CP!s, vic., so wroupht to, shdns 1de in small grounts SO as nov to R
seract attentvicn to loading being conduciad

Do The vacatud bivoune sites UO e bakon over DY pe“uonnuT romaining
belind ond in construction of dwmay bents and othor installat? ons, 80 as o
present a, picture of oa wachonged bivouac, This rearrangenont ol canp vas
‘Ccanwi".n d undsr cover of dor moess and4concurr0ntly'witu the deonrture of
Lrocd Leing loadts . .
‘ Ca A si Gebaciment Ul comarchle mumbrr ou racieos to taods
ol tho 2¢ Avzored Dwvw"ﬁon as installed orior to the loadin . dobes ond teok
ovar all rodio trarfic of “he division so as to present wichai cod radio activity.

. ALY, 9 s and orders in conncction vith this oacr1u1on and load~

ing viewe lept in o aclzzd room vnder cuprd bo which only oniicers clessilica
for who DUimose had access,  Ordors DOCCESary Lo accom Dlluﬂ-u 2 loadin: and
essential advance plenidng verce dlssusd be sulordinat.s idthout cxplanation cr
diccussion of Wl opleration.

a
o~
Car

5.  Sea Irip = .
Qe Dac bo convoy requiraents the landing Cr: Lo tymes of vassels:
3 - LCI transHorting luuh neT
- LSTis ti arnored elomeonts of CC MIN and advance
. alenznts of the ShOul fnginzers :
7 - LOW's transporting 5lhoth Bnginsers, amcered vohicles

0 Il""ﬂ -
: .
bo ”’ﬂOC”VO”S oif TUUIS-LIZ RTE area June 27th. They

\|\

<ILL Vo uxla

y-a loaded omactlls as Ly iorc loaded

LsTis ase! ; i
in the L. oobicu croroluo Junp.;” & J"=u'jn way Lead fron aboub GCO tons Lo
abcul u\O Long . n Julr 3rd, nine days aftor the depariurce of these craft
bl e A AML T 'Pﬁ LiVJ dope b - *“k' ;‘;Lijg date, orders TCre e dived fros the
evy ©n redice the anch.  This vould hove refuczd the tank
sureng of FRLOLS nC com 1\“ of mﬂﬂ" L Tanis. ,

" y f**on Pron bhs ot of bhe division nacossitatod the Sy
o ey Ainst s ¢ instructions to thom by courier. . Thros snch tring woys

Y

redguired cae Lo c‘“ﬂ'~s in the situation. o contact othier vaan this courier
sorvics ves cstablisied itk these craft un *i1 arrival of thie conver off (VILA,
STCILY on D - Doy vhen radio conbrct 1as astoblishoc. '

.4

) ‘/‘é'r‘
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5o Sea Trip - (Cont'd) R o .

5. Soven (7) Liberty ships carried a considerable portion of the
combat and administrative vehicles of the "KOOL" Force:in addition to essential
ammunition, gasoline, and rations for the operation, These ships departed from

- ORAN on July 5th with the troops ships but due to convoy requirements left that
convoye Thoy rejoined KOOL Force off GELA, D plus 1 day. . )
' . 6. Two (2) troops ships transporting "KOOL" Hq, CC "B" Hq and crew
for combat vehicles (being carried in Liberty ships and landing craft) departed
ORAN on July 5th and orrived off GELA with assoult force on D=Daye '

6, Debarkation - Constant and close liaison wns mnintained with the Navy
during the preparation of plans and orders. Orders as issued were in every
respect in accord with Naval oporationnl orders.: On arrival off SICILY however
soversl instances occurred which materially delayed tho landings ”

‘ 8e Smll craft wore not mnned by sufficiontly trained or rosponsible
porsonnol, Numerous oxamples were noted where boats failed to come alongside
in response to orders, land as directed or return to the proper ship for reload-
inge, In meny instences Lrmy Commendors ashoro .searched up and down the beach for
these craft and redirected them on thoir migssion. Tt appearcd that the smll
. eroft wore used entirely at the will of tho operators, thore being no geutwrwl
aonserol of these vessolsa ' o : ' '

R It i¥ believed essential that these craft be operated in small groupe .
each under the control of a responsible Navael officer. Adequate commuricatiion.
betwoon boat group commanders and individual ICM's, IOVP's and ICTts, nust be
provideds This ocontrol must tie the beachmaster to tho boat group commender
as woll as the controlling Neval euthority afloat. Orders given in many cases
by the beachmaster were not obeyed by smll bonts. , E

b, Onreceipt of ordors to land, information was received from the
Naval command that ICI's were at that time in cruising formabtion and not the
plarned landing formatioms It being impracticable to weigh anchor, maneuver
out to soa, and assumc the proper formtion, it was decided to debark the 18th
CT from the oruising formation of the ships and reorgenize trocps into attack
formgtion on shores B | |

- oe¢ The plan for debarkation of troops and vohiclgs conbemplated the
transfer of oar crews from troops ships to tho store ships ot sen, 80 a5 to
- permit landing vehicles with their operating crews, The store ships arriving
in tho transport srea the day after the troops ships carrying car crows made this
plan impractical and the troops were landed seperately. This complicated theé
‘assombly of the command ashoroe S . I
© 7 4, landing opergtions wore difficult due to the high surf that was-

run?iggamthealmost continuous enemy ‘action by long range ortillery fire,
aorin 5% ot ’ ' o
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. SECTIN IIT - (perstions
Te¢ "KOOL" Force, under the command of tkjor Gemeral Hugh Ja Gaffoy, von-
stituted the Seventh Army Floating Reserves This force was grouped into the
following major units to facilitate landing cither opposed or bohind u secured
boachheade A complete troop list is abtached murked "Incl #2",
AS&AULT -
18th Inf
32nd FA
Co "‘L"é}!'. lﬂt En{;‘rs. an
Co "B", 18t Med. Bn.
Det. 540th Engrs.
2 Plats, Cos "I", 67th AR
ce "B" )
3rd Bne, 67th AR (=)
Coe "i", 41st Arm'd Inf (Mtd in H/T)
78th FA
Co "C", 82nd Ren. Bn.
Co "B", 17th Enprs
RESERVE
82nd Rene Bne (less 3 Ren Co's)
lst Bn., 41st Inf (less Co, "A") (dismtd)
BEACH GROUP
540th Engrs. (less one Bn.) (reinf)
107¢h AA Bn. (=)
433rd AA Bne (=)
SERVICE
Dete 48th Med. Im,
Uote 24 Arm'd Div. Meint. Bn.
LDet., 2d Arm'd Div, Supply Bn,
396th QM Port Bn,

8¢ Missions.- The genoral mission agsigned "KOOL" force was to "Sail
with assault convoy, prepared to land in support of any of the Assault Forces'.
In order to accomplish this, two goneral plans were propared which were to be
placod in operation em ordors C@ "ECOK!,

Plan "A" - Land on one or two beachos at which beachheads had already been
ostablished, and assemble the commend prepared to operate in support of other
assault forces as ordered by CG Seventh Army. _

Plan "B" - Force a landing on one or more designated beaches and operate in
gupport of other assault forcos as ordared.

9« Operations -
Ju 0 - The %troops ships and landing craft of KOOL Force arrived off
GELL, SICTLY In rendezvous ares about 0200B July 10, About 1330 CG Kool went

aboard the flag ship CG Seventh Army to determine the situation ashore and the
expected hour for landing,

At 1340B orders wore received to &whwek KOOL Force. This order inclu-
ded a directive that the Naval Crdr would de.igncte suiteble beaches in the GELL
aroas Certain lst Div beaches were indicated as satisfactory, Upon roceipt of
this information command recomnaissance partics wers immediately sont ashore to makc
arrangments for assembly areas, routes from-beach and necossary guides. ILater in-
formation was received from tho Navy that tho beachcs given as satisfactory wore
suitablo only for certain type of craft and that the bulk of tho force would land ot
differont beaches. This chuange was transmittod by rcdio to the Chief of Shaff
L0, ashore, who made the necossary roadjustments, Debarkation wns delayod
some two hours by this onforoed change. //(wL/ ‘

i N/
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In the meantime landing craft from Lsr's (no 1and1n5 cra.i‘b could be carried
on vessels of "KOOL" Force except LST'!'s, due to their design and weight
limitations ) were assembled and dispatched to pick up battalion commanders from
their respective ship and bring thom *o the KOOL flag ships for issuance of
debarkation orders.

Detarkation of the 18th CT and 1t Bn 41lst Inf was initiated at 1800B and
completed prior to daylight. Both units cxcept for a fow scattorod detachments
which had been landod at the wrong bec.chos woro closed in assembly areas north
of Hwy 115 and east of GELA by dayligl te

- July 11 - Debarkstion of CC "B" ; ersonnel was completed beforo dark.

Two platoons of Co "I", A7th AR 1ore debarked about 0200B July 11, Bocause
of the high surf and congestion on thc boach, it was decided not to unload ad-
ditional swmored vehiclos during tho hcurs of darkness. The belance of CC "B"
vohiclos were started ashore about 11: 0B, By dark all tanks 3rd Bn., 67th 4R,

8 tanks of 82nd Ren and the bulk of tle 78th FA Bn. vohicles were ashoro. -

About 1000B the lst Inf Div was counter-attacked by elements of the HERMANN
GOERING PANZER REGT consisting of 30 1o 40 tanks (Mirk VI, Mark IV and lark IV
Specials), These tanks broke through the lst Div. position end debouched on
the plain northeast of GELA. Ono platoon of Co "I", 67th AR, somo ficld artillery
and infantry cannon of lst Inf Div engaged them and successfully repulsed the
attack destroying 14 enemy tanks. Thc action lusted until about noon. During
the coursc of the engngemont seoveral tanks were umloaded and moved rapidly to
the dunos north of the boach to ongage the onemy in case of further penctration.
Also, the dismounted elements of Co "D", 82nd Ren werc placed in position on the
ridgo north of the boach to prewant inféltrmtion: These elements did not
porticipate in this engagement btut wore in position to meet the onemy had he
continued his advance,

4t 1100B 1lst Bn,, 4lst Inf (=Co A), wns attached to the lst Div and marched
%o join the Rangers at GELA.

' About noon, Co "G", 67th LR was attached to tho lst Div to support the 16th
CT,. .
: About the same time, Co. "H", 67th AR wans also attached to lst Div and the
Coe (less one platoon), moved west of GELA in support of the 16th CTe One pla-
toon Coe "H", 67th AR was held in the vicinity of GELA in support of the Rangerse.

Two platoons Co. "B", 67th AR, attachod to lst Div. in Africo, wore disposed
a8 follows: 1lst platoon joined Coe "H", 67th AR, and was attachod in support
of 26th CT. 2d platoon reverted to 2¢d Arm*d Div and assigned to CC "B"

During the afternoon almost continuous bombing end strafing attacks were
directed at shipping lying off GELA. Several ships and oraft were damaged by
neer misses. One Liberty Ship.(ROBERT ROWAN ) assigned this division received a
diroct hit and burned. The cargo and vehicle lond wers a corplete loss except
for a few DUKWS that had beon unloaded prior to the attack,

In late afternoon orders were received to protect the lst Div right and
rear, and that the 2d Bn, 18th Inf reverted to the lst Div. KOOL Force was
disposed during the night July 11-12 in oompliance with thls order as shown on
skotch #2, marked Incl #4,

July 12 ~ At 0900B 3 cnomy tanks of tho 4th Co, lst Bn HERMANN GOERING REGT
attacked the SE flank of the lst Dive Two of the throe tanks were destroyed by
guns of the 32nd FA Bn and Plat 67th AR, Tho third withdrew. During the doy -
sevoral tank attaeks were repulsed in this sector,

In the sector of the 16th CT, Co G, 67th AR took part in soveral tank vs
tank actions destroying six onomy tonks ond three other vehicles with probably
hits on five otherss, 7

4

4L
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~ In thoococtor of tho @6th CT Co.. MM, 67th AR eupportod the odvonce of ’ﬁbﬂ
26th Tnf.  Bisoctive uso wns wode &Ff tho banks as artdllery support and - in LZgade
ing up vank abttocks.  Six gnamy tanks (incl. 2 YMark VI) wore knockod out by thie
compony in ~odition te the cffective fire swimort ogni nst onomy strong pointse

Combat Commond WBY displrced forvard after dnrk bo the wicinity of Huy 1.8
and the NISCHLI NCAD. The romaiaing tonls of Cos WO 82nd Ren Dn were unlocded
meming botel tank strengbh of lhis tine of 22 madiwm ‘Ee,nl;.‘.i and 21 light tanks
directly wniter C ¥OOL, ond L2 medium tanks attrchod to the lst Div. Pacilities
of the beach growp of KOOL wer:s pooled with those of the lst Inf Div and beachns
~nd supply DP's viere oneratb:d jointly. : ‘

 July 13 - Pursucat to orders CG Scvenih army the wss of the code noms KOOL -
Torec Tor 24 Ara'd Div was discontimucds During the morning tho 10th CT s
roleassd fram the 2d AD and rovertod %o the 1st Inf, Dive Tas lst ~nd Lth :
Ronger Dns., 82vd Cnl In werc released from ~tt~chment to Lst Dive and ~thached
to 2d aD. The k8t Bn, llst Inf wos rolensed from attacismont to 1lst Div ond
roverted te 8¢ AP. AL bhis tiie, the Rangers ond 1ét n. ldet Ini wire occupy~
ing ~nd wroteeting GiLa ond occupying positions covering the plains north ond
vest of §OLA eon the heipghts in vicinity of OIS $A¥ HICOLA ~nd IT.: LONGO. b
bewd negn, CG 2d AD orderad the Rengers, 83rd Gal. ¥n, ldst Inf, 82nd Ren
e (lees dot), ond 70th WA Lo odvancs north under tho covaer of darkness ond ab
22308 te avbagh and secure NUTWIA and the heights deminnting thot tamo.
afermntion s recefwd shortly after nocn that o force of hositlo Lroops
ad onboror MUPEA,  Immodintely the tovm vas talan under fire by novel gun
fire, Lotor during the afternoon white flogs were observ:d disployed from some
of the bhulldings in tom. _ .

The ~dyanco moved ocut o8 cchedulod ~nd on the outslkiirts of JUL RA censidir=
able roasistrnee wos met.

GG HDM in the mesntime contimuicd on its missien of protoction of the right
floile of the 1st Div ond oxbensive patrolling in thy gap botisen the LSth Div
end the 1lst Dive (Sco sl hel Mo. 3, moyked Inel i%).

Trle WAL atbacicd te the lot Div conbinued in support of assignod combnb
Laoms .

July 1l = Tho rosistonce in front of TUTHRA wos ovircamo by slillfwl =~ -
BONOUVEE By eno corprny of dengers and b 03003 in the worning of Ll July tha
lomding slomenta ontored the torm of LUTARA. A numbor of Italisn prigeners vare
“3:;.1:3:1, from 20%h ¥A Dn, Leb n 33rd Inf ond 1st Bn, Sl Inf o) of L TIVO.LIQ)
Divisions o ;

Cobrt Gaiand "' eonbloucc o provoct the enat flank ef tho Lot Tuf. Div.

. Meonmissano, paltreds veye nainbained cast beyond the ACAT AIVIR end nerthe
cagt Lor o oistemee of Soveral milne nlens the e rends muwsing pavellel to
and vost off tho river. ' .

During the meming of Ll July, Comnmding Goneral 2d Arm'd Div recoived
ordors {ron CG Soventh Army that oll tenks ottachod te the lat Inf, Div. VY b
od to the 2d Arm'd Div. Combat Coma~nd #BF, started assembling tankis i assebly.
arce bottraen DLU S DACH and Higlhnoy 115 east of Gilld.

During the aflernoon of lfa. July, pursuont to ordors LG Seventh Army Co
Ny, 674h AR vith ene plat. Co A7, [lst Ind, atteched, nov-.d to the nozréhe.ast
to block %he higisray northenst cf GILA betw:en the LW5th Div and lot Inf Dive 1In
the mopntime the wemrinddr of tho Division contimied eccupation of IUT :RA and
orgenizotion of 1ille which domin-tzd tho to n. (Soo skeleh iy, ond 3, norled
Tnc, 6 and 3. .

July 1% - On 15 July disposit-on of this division romeinsc unch-ngzd,  03:d
Gl TR 5778 cotached frow the 24 Ara'd Dive 50nd Ren Bn conducted patralling of
tho area novtl of BUTERA bewroen the 3rd Inf. Div and the 26th ngt. C T of the
1st Infe Dive OComiact wap gnined ~nid majaboio.d with both of these ualis.
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July 16 ~ on July 186, . pursgant to orders qf%/e CG geventh pArmy, elements
of the”2d Arm'd Div were relieved from patrols end ouvposts and assemblad for
maintenance and rehabilitation in preperation of asiembly of enmtirc division in
CAMPOBELLO area, The beach group onG ICY AAL end LI5:0G 4AK werc relieved from
attachment to the division, Durdng the moraqag of 18 ;uly, the ni Tf. Dive
reported that tho 26th gp was beling attasios by erman msdium tervs and that
they required help. (@ 2d Arm?: v eloastad btunks of 8%4d 2en Bn and the 78th
FA and led them to BARRAFRANCA t¢ repel the &thaci. Upon reaching MAZZARINO it
wad learned that the tank attack had -ee: repalicd with the means at hand. The
2d Armored pivision units thon returned %o former areas in the vicinity of BUTERA,

July 17'~ 18 = The division assembled inm CAMFGBELLO area closing at 1330B
July 1B LTI dstachments thon present in SICILY reverted, fThe division was now
orgenized as followsg ‘

Hq. 24 AD '
82nd Ren« Bn. (lass ono pan Co.}

41st Armtd nf, nest-

66th AR o

3rd Bn. 67th gf 4% Piao, Co "E ettached )
lst and 4th Ranger Bris. - C
17¢h gngr. pn. (less 2 ¢ots and Hq. Det)
14th pg . v '

784} FA

Cots B and ¢, 48th Med. Bn. ,
- 106th cA a4 (sP) ' ~

Dote Mrint, and sup. Bn. :

Dote 6lst Med, and 36th smbe. Bn.

(see Incl. 8 for complote troop listing).

The objective of the Seventh Army was announced as PALERMO end the 24 AD
as the army reserve. 7The 24 AD wes given the mission of being prepared %o
exploit the successes of assault units or to extend the envelopment through
‘CASTEREVETRANOs The 82nd Ron pn was detached from the division and given the
mission to gover the front of the provisional Corps. The displagement of the
division westward was initiatod during the night 18-19 July,

‘ July 19 - 20 ~ Movement to the west continuel by bounds, fThe division
completed displadement from CAMPOBELLO to AGRIGENTO where it was held pending
orders (G Seventh Army., orders were received about noon assigning 2d Ap to the
provisiondl corps, puring the afternoon July 20 and night July 20-21, division
moved from AGRIGENTO to march assembly areas in the vioinity of RIBERA,

: The lst and 4th Renger Bn were relieved from attichment to the division and.
orders received to transport this forge to the 1D for their attack against .
CASTELYRINANO, The 62d FA (&) Bn ond 20th gngr. pn. wore attached to the 2d AD.

. July 2lst - puring morning of July 21, the leading elements of the
division ) d-reached the felice River where they wore held pending the capture
of CASTHELVETRANO, The mission of teking this olty was assigned to Task Foroe
X under €@ Prov Corps. Task Porce X consisted of the 39th ¢T, 77th FA, lst
Ronger Bn, and 4th Renger Bn, - The oity was captured during the afternoon and
~ the force continued the attack in the direction of MARSAIA + This action
seoured our loft flank and rear and covered our ‘turn ‘ta the north agninet
PALERMO: During the evening orders were received to assemble NI of CASTZL.

. VEIRANO and edtack at 220000B, 0G 24 AD ordered advance, GG "AM in the lead,

- CC"B" following '%}‘s'ound's to phase lines prepared to extend onvelopment,

Y

" B


navarrov


: The entire movement from AGRIMENT® dombly arens west of BELICE

- RIVER was mede along one roed in the face’of most diffiocult oconditions. 411

- important bridges had been blown out necessitating bypasses through pre-

' ~eipitous gorges or in some oases through railway tunnels. gEngineers worked

~ unceasingly on theso by-pesses improving them, widening the trails, clearing -
mines, both on the roads and on adjaining shoulders and fields. In addition,
the movemenjt was madq across the rear of the 3rd Biv. through the rear ele=-
ments of thp 82nd AB Div dnd in the lattor stages' on the same road with the
two Ranger Battalions and 39th ¢p shuttling forwaid into assembly position
for attack on CASTELVETRANO. The division, short as i1t was on tronsportation,
furnished Mr for the move of the two Ranger Battalions. ,

July 224 « At 0600B the leading oloments of the division moved out
to the"BTTACK along tho axis shown in sketoh #6, mol, #9., Each defils was
strongly defended by A-T weapons and mechine guns cleverly empleced and pro=
tected by infantry. Bach of these elements had to be reduced one by one,

Not until surrounded by infantry and shelled by artillery and/or tanks whs
there any sign of surronder. For the most part, the A-T guns were manned by
Germans, and the infeantry proteotion furnished by jtalians. rThese aetions
were principally advance guard handled by the leading clements of the division
and reconnaissance companies of the 82nd Ron. )

1eading elements of tho division on arrival et thoe pass 4 miles NE of
SAN GUISSEPPE were held up by a determined defense in depth by A=T guns in~
cluding german 88mmts, These guns were woll emplaced in the sides of the can-
yons, cleverly concecaled and in &n extremoly strong natural position. fThis
resistanco was. overcome by flanking action of dismounted patrols covered by
artillery, tenk and supporting cannon gén fire. In the meantime, reconnaiss~
ance was being pushed around the fhnks, to detormine routes to by-pass the
defile,

The division remained on the gorps phase line until 20008 when it was or-
dored o entor Prlonme, Guards wero placod on docks, banks, and other important
_building: end utilities to provent their destruction, active patrolling was

oconducted during the night, :
. on arrival at CAMPOREALE CC "B™ was directed to extend the envelopment
to the ¥w with the mission to clean out resistance in that area and to be
prepared to assist ¢¢ "A" in ‘capture of PAIERMO. ¢¢ "B" at that time consisted
ofs a o
1stign. 41st Inf.
Co "g", 66th AR
3rd Bne 67th AR (2 Plats o mgw attchd)
78th FA-
Cos "B", 17th mngrs., Y{one plat 20th mEngrs attchd)

July 23rd = nosistance was encountered during the carly morning of
July 237d neaF PARTINICO by CC"B". This was overcome by prompt flanking .
actions After first light on July 23rd, tanks were ploced near the head
of the advance guard which effectively reduccd resistence at TERRLCINI.
Blown out roads, mines, road blocks, tank traps were encountered, slowing
‘down their advance. At 11008, tho leading oclements arrived ot the gorps
restraining line,

The division continued the occupation of the city to secure and main-
tein order, ‘ '

July 24th - 25th ~ guard and police of the city was turned over to
the 3d™Div, £nd the 2d Armtd Div moved to bivouse ¥w of PLIERMO.

R T . Y
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10, Qummary - , ' R : ,
" BT—%BT advance of the 2nd Armd Div from CAMPOBELLO to the fimal
-attack end cepture of PALERNO divides itself into three natural phoses as
" to type of movement. .
_ ' (1) First, the displacement from CAMPOBELLO to AGRIGENTO, &
distence of 37 miles,while army reserve, This march was made by bounds from
one assembly ares to the next by relatively_small merch units., NWo unit there~-
fore had an opportunity for maintenance of its vehicles or equipment or for
much reet for its personnel. The march wus accomplished immediately after
_the beachhead phase of the operation where & considerable part of the division
had been parceled out in small incremem:s to infentry ¢Tts in support of their
operations, Each hour saw the division moving further and further away from
_ its source of supply of special weight oils, gasoline, rations, 75rm gun
ammunition end heavy maintenance that had been lendsd at GELA and LIGATA,
.This was e serious problem particularl in view of the faoct thet administra-
tive type vehiecles in the form of 2-1/c ton trucks had been cut down to less
then e third of actual requirements in the interest of transporting the
maximum of combat equipment for the initial landing and shuttling infantry
forward. ~
A : () second, tho movement from AGRIGENTO to assembly in the
vicinity of GASTELVETRANO and the BELICE RIVER preparatory to the actual
envelopment, This distance was 54 miles and maede across the rear of two
divisions and on the same rcad with two Ranger pottalions and the 39th combat
Team. Defile after defile at which the enemy had effected demolitions was
enicountered, and which were passuble with difficulty. Mines through this
area had only been partially cleared. the sdvence along this road was very
slow but still there was no opportunity to eatch up cn much needed meinten=
snce and push forward supplies of 0il that already were into the reserve
corried by the orgenizations on combet vehicles,
. (3) Third, the attack north from the BELICE RIVER to PALERMO,
a. distsnce of 60.miles covered in approximately 10 hours. puring this advance
the division encountered one defended road block or blown bridge after anothers
AT guns were invariably found disposed in depth, well sited and concealed
and protected by infantry. pach of these positions had to be eliminated by
fire and movement. The survivors of these defenses surrendered only after
being hopelessly surrounded and cut off.

' ' (4) AS a result cf this advence on arrival in PAIFRMO the tanks
of the 2nd armd piv were elmost completely inoperetive. The stock of zasoline
had become dangercusly low, rubber tracks that -had been new on departing from
Africa were worn down to the connectors and could last only a few more miles,

be Tt is importent that all officers from comptny grade up receive

troining in eivil affairs of the country to be invaded, It was found that thore

were insufficient AMGOTs to handle this problem of civil government immedicte ly
behind armored division troops. That in the interim between the surrender of
the towns end the arrival of AMGOTs, considerable must be done to establish
good order and discipline and protect wiviliens and their property arainst
looting, Tt was found that this work must be -done by commanders on the spot.

c. PNI operators were found to be insufficiertly trained for the
work required. In many cases it was found these operators were inclined to
exaggerate information and due to lack of military background, fail to follow
up leads that would have furnished valuable information.

- 9 = §;? . /{é;y
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de CIC oporators must be carefully sclected and highly trained
in their work., gevoral officors attached to this division have doné most
excellent work in this line, howevor, corialn reports received from others
have been so innccurate that they did moro harn then £00d.

' ©s Experioncc in two amphibious operations in which ship to shore
loading wes used, has shown the positive nccossity for closer control over
the operation of small craft,. The LiT*'s, LCVP's and LCM's do not have the
means of communicttion to permit thoir control after once launched and
enrouto to shorc with their first loads. This conbtrol must head up through
the command post afloat and the senior comendcr ashére through the beach=-
mastor. The crows must be cxpericnced, woll trained, and have had consider-
able practise cs a teamn, _

. fo Approximatoly 75¢% of tho tracks of tenks werc completely
ruined on arrival ot PAIERMO. rThis rubbor track block was of & new syn=
thetic type material and although had traveled less than 300 milos was
complotely worn out, §teel trocks wore generally specking, in good condition.

ge Within am armored division, there is no provision for handling
prisoners of wore Long sustained advances must be closely followed by line
of communication troops to take ovor the guard and the processing of pprs
and eaptured moteriels In many cases isolatod groups of prisoners and
materiel had to be left with insufficiont guard ‘a. considerable distence
behind the division.

. he In futuro operatians of this nature, it is urgently rocormended
that Mr ships carrying vehicles an! combat equipriont arrive in the transport
area simultoneously with the troop ships carrying the crows, that arriving
ag thoy ¢id on D plus 1, and aftor the crews of tho vohicles had landed on
tho shore, thore wns croated a difficult problem in Joining crows with their
‘vehicles,

1. The operntion ngainst PAIERMO served to emphasize tho tromen-
dous supply problen involved in sustoining an armored division on tho mowe
and in anotion, :

It is ostimatod thet tho organioc wchiclos within an armored
division oan koep the division supplied as long as the Army reail or truck
head is within thirty (30) miles of the combat clemonts and & roasonable
rocd net oexists. '

A8 this division landed with o very limited number of %rucks
© due to shortage of shipping, it wes able to maintain itself only by a close
margine All trucks haulod twonty~four (24) hours a day, being foreed to
drow from boach dumps, puc to the rapid movoment of thc division tho
distonce from these dumps increased wuntil it reached one humdred forty
(140) miles, )

rortunately ammunition requirements for tho operation were
not heavye. Hod tho action boen sustained cnd the domand for nmmunition
tonnage .been hoavy, it would have been impossible to have supplied the
division with both gasoline and ammunition with tho trucks evnilable, The
entire oporantion would have boen seriously impedod and might have been
enbdirely Jeopardized, ' ‘

For any operation of an armored division all classes of
supplies must be pushed up within thirty (30) miles of the combut clements
or if this is impossible at least three (3) ndditionnl supporting truck
otmpanios must be que avdilable{to ougment the organic transportation,

I jor General, y. §. Army, /7@
commanding .
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1 = Movement order for 2nd prmd Div to proceod to ALGERIA.
. = proop list Kool Force, 10 July 1943,

gketoh, action at GELA, 11 July 1943,

gketch, dispositions at GELL, 12 July 1945.

sketch, disposition 13 Jguly 1943. '
sketch, disposition at BUTERA, 14=15 July 1943,
Sketeh, disposition, ¢C"B" 14=15 July 19434

Troop Llst 2nd prmd Div, 18 guly 1943,

sketch, operation 2nd srmd piv, 18=23 July 1943,

consolidated Report, pattlo gasualtics and prlsonefs of Yare.
gonsolidated Report on enemy captured material,
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NEADGQUARTERS T ARLO. D CORPS, REINP : SwCRUT | |
4F0 5,453 : Auth: CG, IAC
P Indt: ad
' Dake: 22 April 1943
: REC UESfear

80 88 o9 oo ge OB ”“'a

37005 ~C
SUBJuCT: iovement Ordors,
T0 ! Comwannding General, 2nd Armorcd Divisionm,

22 April 1943

1, Pursuant to radio dircctive (G Fifth Army, the 2nd Armored Dive
ision 111 move irom prescnt rocating Lo locations as indicatod below,

8, Onc Combnt Lommune to arr.ve Fifth Amy Invasion Training
Contcr on or about Ajxil 20%1 and be attoched 3rd Infambry Division,

b. 56th rodierld Battolicun Uo arrive ARARM vicinity ipy 5th and
be rclioved on azrivai frea 2nd Arvorcd Division aw:l uttached 3rd Infantry
Division,

¢, Reminder of 2nd /rmored Divisien to arrive vieinity of SIDI
BEL ABBES on or aboul iy 8th.

2. Doteils for rovenont:
a, licreromt oy rail and motor, Full track and half track vohicles

with nocessary guarl porsorncl by rail, remeinder by motor.
b, EBquipnens ~ Dull OfFA,
¢, Five (5) doys rations and basic load of arymnition to be car=-

ricd,
d, Coordinatc cll movancrbs with CG, ABS through highway and

rail divisions,
¢, Advonco dotactrents vwiill prececd to dostinations vwithout de-

lay,
£, Hotor cluments pess to MBS comtrol at GULRCIF,

g. Comvoys will comply with AT Circular #20, c.s,, end maintain
radio silcnee and strict road diseipline, ‘

3, Convoy Commrnders will be held strictly rosponsible that no fir-
of veopons of any type at tolephonc wires. poles and installotions, or
other objects, occurs during the nrrch by personnci of the convoy,

Lo Agent Officers will clear thoir funds with the Finance Disbursing
Officer prior to movenort,

By commnd of Licutenant Gonoral PATTON:
/s/ R. ¥, CUMLINGS,

DISTRIBUTION: “A" plus - Itf Re e CUMMINGS)
' 2 « CG, Fifth Army Colonel., AGD,
1 ~ CG, ABS Adjutant General,

1 - CO, ABS, Rabat
1 - Hy Div, ABS, Casablanga
1 -~ Hy Div, ABS, Robat
1 - Ry Ddv, I\BSp Rabat

1 - CG3d Dy e
WECR CECLAAlie N wee Y
E. A, TRAHAN [ B

mjor’ w. ’ -


navarrov

navarrov


(1) Hg

Inclosurc Noe 2

TROOP LIST - KOOL FQORCE
Time of landing - 10 July 1943

KOOL -~ Cmdg lnj Gon Hugh J Gaffoy

'142nd Signel Co (less dot)

(2) 18th RCT - Cmdg - Col G 4 Smith, 18th Inf.

(3) c¢

18th Inf (-)

32nd FA (=~) ,

2 Tlat's Co I, 67th AR

Co B, lst Engrs (=)

Co B, lst ikd Bn (=)

Co's A, Band C, 540th Engrs (-) (in support of landing only)
Dot CIC

PWTI Teams

wp" o Crdpe - Col I D thite

Hq OC "B" (=) plus dot 142nd Sig Co

rd Bn, 67th LR (=)

Co A, 41st Armd Inf (=) ‘

78th FA (less Sorv Btry and less dots Hg and firing Btry's)
Co C, 82nd Ren (=)

Co B, 17th BEngrs (plus Dot Co E)

(4) Beach Group = Cmdg - Col G W Marvin

540th Eagrs (less one Bn) )

107th C4 pn (A4) (SP) (loss Btry's A, W and Dot's Hq Btry"
: . Btry's D and C)

Dot 433rd CA

Dot 462nd Engr Co (Dop)
Co D, 2637th Truck Bn
Soet Co B, 205th QM Bn (GS)

Plot 108th QM (RHD)

Bn Team, 286th Sig Co (Lmph)

603rd Ord Co (Amm)

3497th Qrd Co (M) (@) (less det)
Co B, 504th MP Bn

Co &, 261st Mod Bn (Spec)

Dot 40lst Engr Dn (WS)

Dot 2658th Engr Co (Map Dep) "B"
Clecring Platoon Co I), 5lst Med Bn

" Plat Co 4, 36th Amb Bn

Dot 3rd Aux Surg Grp (3 toams)
Co A Naval Shoro Bn Noe 4

(5) Resorve - Cmdg = Lt Col M J Morin, 41st Inf

1st Bn, 41st Inf (loss Co A and Sorv Det) (Dismounted)
82nd Ren Bn (less Cots 4, D and C and Det Ig Co)

- >
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SCALE

APPROX. \

1:100,000

NogvH . N2 +
‘ TROOPS IN YICINITY
LEZG,S::MD v, : BUTERA
(¥ 839 INF Ve e 14-15 JuLy, 1943

% Purera CAPTURED B8Y EANGET?:'
L & \?BN.4| \NC 0300 14 JULY, 1943

oy .
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TROIOGURE wa 8
FRODE i L HO ong AL\.MU DIV

LUl 1005

Hy oNJ ARMORED DIVISIOL
1h2nd 3ig Co (less Det's)
Btry B, 104th CA (44) Bn

HQ COuBAT COLMALD VAY
Det 142nc¢ Sig Co
66th Armc Regt (~C Co)
Llst Inf Regt ( - lst Bnd
Co A, 17th Engr O (det Co B atchd)
Co A, L3th lied Ba
Lth FA Bn
Btry D, 106th CA (LA) Bn

He COuwBAT CO:mAND VBY
3rd Bn, 67th irmd Regt (plus 2 Plats Co E)
1st Bn, 41st Inf Regt
Co B, 17th Ingr Bn
Co C, 66th Armd iegt

DIVISION CUNTROL
1st Ranger DBn
Lth Ranger Bn -

78th FA Bn (Btry o, 106th CA atchd) (less Serv Btry & Dets Ig -

firing Btry's)
Bn Hgq 106th CA (AA) Bn

DIVISION TRALNS .
Co A & Det Co B, Sup Bn
Det's Co's A & B, Maint Bn
Clearing Plat Co D, 51st Med Bn
Plat Co A, 36th Ambulance Bn
Btry A, 106th CA
Det Co C, L8th Med Bn
Det 48th (i (GRs)

82nd Ren Bn (less Co A) attachéd to Prov Corpé.
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BATTLE CASUALT IES AND FRISONERS OF WAR

CONSOLIDATED REFORT

CAPTURED WOUNDED WOUNDED PRISCH: :

KILLED MISSING BY ENSMY EVAC . NOT EVAC _ OF VR
Kool Force 10 - 17 July 24 8 0 58 24 2746
CC"AM Force 10 = 17 July 25 20 5 132 22 3907
. /
2d Armd Div 18 - 25 July 7 4 0 10 4 9546
16199

TOTAL 56 32 5 200 50

lwee. veso /

oo
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FEADQUARIGRS 2D AlRIORED DIVISION
Office of the Division Commonder

COMSOTIDATED PRPORT
or
CAFTULED LNLMY BMALLRIAL

1, KOOL IPORCE from vuly 10 to July 17 1945,

e Vehicles,

s

Tiuck, "Fiat®

Commond Car “Spa®

Truck, 5/4-Ton “Afla"
Truck, 2:%-Ton "Bianchi"
Trudk, 1/2—Ton Cargo "Spa'
Truck,2-1on Cargo "Fiat"
Trailer, l-Ton, Germoan

e B 0 D e

be Weapons, H
Towitzer, 1oo/17
Gun,iiachine, (Light)
lelo, avtomatic, 9mm
vines,Teller ,2 ' 400

[V

5, Combat Commond "A" from 10 July 1943 to 17 July 1943.

ae. Vehicles

O

Truck, 2:;-Ton Bianchi” 40
kotorcycle, solo 10
Trailer,water, 350-gal j 1
Truck, prime mover , 5

b, teapons,
nouror®

88m Gun 4
7 8mm Gun 8

ce Mucl ond Lubricants.

 Gasoline, low octane 20,000 gals.
3, Sccord Armored Division - 18 July 1943 Lo 25 July 1943.
Qe _\_ffhiclos.
Truck, "Fiut"

Comuand Car, "Spa’
Truck, 3-Ton "ilfa'

R =3

INCL. Neyy | \3’ J £y



IEBIQ-Q?.IAR RS 2D ARICRED DIVISIOW
Office »of ktne Division Comrrnder

CarTURED EAUHY Maluiial

1, KOOL fORCE from July 10 to July 17 1943,

as Vehicles,

Truck, "Fiat"

Commind Car 'Spa'

Truck, 3/4-Ton "Afla™
Truck,2"~Ton "Dianchi"
Trudk, 1/2~Ton Cargn "Spal
Truck ,2-7on Cargo "Fist"
Trailer, 1-Ton, Germon

N

D ‘WGQ’POIIS .
Toiritzer, 100/17
Gun,ilchine, (Light)
Rifle, iuvtomatic, 9mm
iines,Teller ;2 - 400

[V oo

2, Combat Commend "A" from 10 July 1943 to 17 July 1943.

a, Vechicles

e it e

Truck, 25;-Ton Bianchi' 40
' Motorcycle, solo 10
Trailer,water, 350-gal : 1l
Truck, prime mover 5

b. teapons.

88mm Gun - 4
75mm Gun 8
ce Fucl and Lubricants.
Gosoline, low octane 20,00/0‘{;;&18.

3. Second Armored Division - 18 July 194-5 to 25’ July 1943.

as Vehicles.

Truck, "Fiat"
Command Car, "Spa"
Truck, 3-Ton “"Alfaz"

R A B
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6 Other iilitary Supplies:

There is a considersble amount of Engineer Supplies, cstimat 6d
around thirty tons. Large quentities of military stores arc now in
prooess of collection and more has yot to be located.

s
,
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TIALOTAR TS 2D allICRED DIVISLION
Office »f tne Division Commrnder

CO:AS0LIDATED PEPORT
or
CAETULED HTbY 1nLaTal
1, XOOL FORCE frow July 10 to July 17 1943,

aa.Vehiqug.

Truck, "Tiat® 1
Commund Car "Spa’ 7
Truck, 5/4—Ton "Aflat 3
Truck, 23 Ton "Bianchi" 4
Trud:z, 1/2-~Ton Carjgo "Spa' 1
Truck,2~ion Cargo "Fiat" 1
Trailer, 1-Ton, Germon 1
b, Weapons.,
Towitzer, 100/17 1
Gun,ilachine, (Light) 3
Rifle, automatic, O9mm 3
iines,Teller 32 . ' 400 -

2. Combat Commend "a"™ from 10 July 1943 to 17 July 1943,

a, Vehicles

Truck, 28~Ton Bianchi® 40
Hotorcycle, solo 10
Trai lor,water, 350-gal 1
Truck, prime movey 5

b. Weapons. .

88mm Gun 4
7 5mm. Gun 8
" ce Fucl and Lubricants.
~ Gasoline, low octane 20,000 galse

5. Socond Armored Division - 18 July 1943 to 25 July 1943.

ae Vehicles.

2e Vehiclos
Tyuclk, "Fiat"
Corzaand Car, “Spa’
Truck, 3~Ton "Alfa

SR

INCL. Ney
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as Vehiocles (Contimied)
Truck, 3/4-Ton TSpa
Truck, 24-Ton "Bisnchi®
Truok, lz-Ton Cargo “Spa™
Lorrie, Itulian
Bantem, 4-Passenger
Iricycle (motored)
llotoreycle, w/sidecar
Trailer, 1/2-Ton
Car, Reconnai ssance
Ambulan ce
Tractor

[

4
2
0
2
2
11
6
1.
1
1
1

b. Weapons

(1) Artillery

149mm Gun
90/53mia Gun
88mim Gun :
162m Gun (coastal )
120mm Gun

106mnm Gun

152mm Gun

75mm Howitzer
100mm Howitgzer .
4:Tmm Gun

75mm Gun

20mn Gun (A..)
172mm Gun
76/40mn Gun
100/1 71 Gun

—

(=]
PPN OOMOORE PO @D

Ce. Small arms.

As of 25 July 1943, there has been captured some forty two to:i:
small arms of all types; this includes light and heavy machine guis,
automatic rifles, rifles, carbines and pistols, There still rem:ii s
however, a considercble quantity of small arms now in the progcess of
collection, scgrogation, and evecuation,

4, Jrwunition.

[P

so frr, fiften ommunition dumps, totaling some 7500 tons of
all types of ammunition have been canturcd. Over 5,000 wines (Tellcr,
have beanr founde Therc are numerous small arms dumps of rhich no count
is available,

He Fuc)l and Lubricants:

Qe Gusoline: Dstimated 650,000 gallons of low octane gosolinc

be 0il: Estimated 130,000 gallons of 30 woight oil.

2

~2-
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6. Other Military Supplics:

There is a considerable amount of Engineer Supplies, estimated
around thirty tons, Large quantities of military stores are now in
progess of collection and more has yot to be located,
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